
PREFACE TO THE EDITION   

The forthcoming issue of the International Journal of History & Archaeological 

Research Studies (IJHARS) brings together a compelling collection of research that bridges 

ancient civilizations, ritual landscapes, gendered power structures, and the urgent contemporary 

challenge of heritage preservation in conflict zones. The articles in this volume reflect the 

journal’s commitment to rigorous historical inquiry and innovative archaeological 

methodology across temporal and geographic boundaries.  

This issue opens with a comparative exploration of urbanism in antiquity, examining 

Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and Mesoamerica. By analyzing diverse planning models from 

organic marsh-adapted settlements to standardized grid systems and cosmologically oriented 

cities the study challenges linear narratives of urban development and emphasizes multiple 

pathways to resilience and sustainability in early complex societies.  

Gender and power in pre-modern societies form another significant thematic strand. 

Through legal and literary sources spanning ancient, medieval, and early modern contexts, one 

contribution offers a nuanced reassessment of women’s agency within patriarchal systems. 

Rather than portraying female subordination as universal and static, the research demonstrates 

how class, marital status, and regional legal traditions shaped varied opportunities for 

negotiation, authority, and resistance.  

Ritual landscapes and sacred geographies are examined through a landscape 

archaeology perspective focusing on megalithic and Neolithic monument complexes. 

Integrating GIS analysis, phenomenology, and social memory studies, this research reveals 

how prehistoric communities embedded cosmology, identity, and collective memory within 

carefully choreographed spatial environments.  

The issue also turns to contemporary heritage crises. Two major contributions analyze 

patterns of cultural destruction in modern conflicts. One investigates the emergence of 

crowdsourced documentation in conflict zones such as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Mali, 

highlighting both methodological challenges and the transformative role of local communities 

in safeguarding memory. Another comparative study of the Balkans and the Middle East 

examines heritage destruction as a deliberate strategy of identity erasure, offering critical 

insights into international legal responses and the evolving frameworks of cultural protection.  

Collectively, the articles in this volume underscore the interconnectedness of space, 

memory, identity, and power across history. From ancient urban planning to modern heritage 

preservation, this issue affirms IJHARS’s dedication to advancing scholarship that is both 

historically grounded and globally relevant.  

The editorial board extends sincere appreciation to the authors and reviewers whose 

scholarship has shaped this issue. We hope this volume stimulates continued dialogue and 

research across the fields of history, archaeology, heritage studies, and cultural analysis.  

  

   

Dr. Vinodkumar Kallolickal  

                                                                                Chief Editor  

   



CONTENTS  

  

SL. NO TITLE AUTHOR PAGE NO 

1 Urbanism in Antiquity: A Comparative Analysis of 

Urban Planning in Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and 

Mesoamerica 

Preetha M V 100-103 

2 Gender and Power in Pre-Modern Societies: 

Women's Agency and Representations in Ancient, 

Medieval, and Early Modern Legal and Literary 

Sources A Historical Analysis 

Manoj T R 104-110 

3 Ritual Landscapes and Sacred Spaces: A Landscape 

Archaeology Perspective on Megalithic and 
Neolithic Monument Complexes An Investigation of 

Spatial Organization, Phenomenology, and Social 

Memory in Prehistoric Ritual Sites 

Bijina M. 111-118 

4 

 
Crowdsourced Cultural Heritage Preservation: 

Evaluating the Reliability and Impact of Crowdsourced 

Data and Local Community Input in Documenting 

Heritage Loss During Conflicts 

       Liji K 119-127 

 

5 Comparative Study of Heritage Destruction in the 

Middle East and the Balkans: Examining Patterns, Motivations, 

and International Responses in Different Geopolitical Contexts 

 

   Jipson C G 

 

128-133 


