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Abstract

From its beginnings in the sixth century BCE to its enduring influence on current intellectual debate, this article explores the significant
contribution that Greek philosophy made to the evolution of Western thinking. It highlights important thinkers including Thales, Anaximander,
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle as it examines the shift from mythological justifications to logical investigation. Fundamental ideas
in cosmology, ethics, and epistemology were influenced by the distinct ideas that each philosopher contributed. The essay highlights how
Anaximander's idea of the apeiron brought a dynamic view of the cosmos, while Thales' innovative use of observation and reason established
the foundation for natural philosophy. The way that Pythagoras combined metaphysics and mathematics demonstrated how these two
disciplines are intertwined. By emphasising moral integrity and introspection, Socrates' ethical questions and the Socratic Method
revolutionised philosophical discourse. These concepts were further cemented into a coherent framework that still influences contemporary
thinking by Plato's investigation of justice and reality. In the conclusion, this analysis highlights Greek philosophy's continuing significance
in conversations concerning morality, identity, and the search for wisdom, demonstrating its function as a pillar of modern philosophical
inquiry.
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Introduction

Originating from the ancient Greek word philosophia, which means "the love of wisdom," philosophy
explores the deep and timeless questions that characterise human life. It wrestles with the nature of existence, the
structure of knowledge, the foundations of moral principles, the workings of reason, and the complexities of
language. Greek philosophy in particular is renowned for its methodical and rational search for knowledge,
tackling fundamental issues like the structure of reality, the means of achieving human flourishing, and the
processes involved in knowledge cultivation. This intellectual endeavour laid the groundwork for organised
thought processes and sparked advancements in governance, ethics, science, and other fields of human study
(Maeng, 2022).

Greek philosophy originated in lonia, which is located in present-day Turkey, in the sixth century BCE.
It signalled a dramatic shift away from mythical explanations of life and towards logical, empirical approaches.
Thales and other early pioneers tried to identify the laws regulating the natural world, believing that reality could
be deciphered by observation and reason. The foundation for the development of Western philosophical traditions
was laid by this profound change from theocratic narratives to intellectual inquiry (Petropoulos, 2021).

Greek philosophy, which has been practiced for more than seven centuries, is a monument to the
unrelenting investigation of selfhood, reason, and the quest for eudaimonia, or living in accordance with higher,
divine principles. While later philosophers like Plotinus criticised corporeality and contended that true identity
transcends physical embodiment, visionaries like Heraclitus shed light on the significance of the logos, the
universal order. These discussions highlight the complex relationship between human life and God, with thinkers
like Pythagoras and Empedocles promoting philosophy as a means of achieving spiritual enlightenment, a view
that Plato and Aristotle further developed (Murphy, 2023).
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This intellectual heritage had significant educational implications, helping to shape modern educational
paradigms and providing a basis for modern rationality. Greek philosophy continues to influence how cultures
negotiate the enigmas of life and knowledge, influencing everything from identity to epistemology in
contemporary intellectual debate (Rahmawati et al., 2024).

In addition to influencing ancient philosophy, this complex patchwork of ideas continues to serve as a
foundation for current philosophical research. Its importance spans centuries, as seen by its resonance in
contemporary discussions on the nature of reality, self-awareness, and the quest for knowledge (“Introduction to
Ancient Philosophy,” 2022).

Objectives

To Analyse the Important Philosophers' Contributions

To evaluate the impact of Greek philosophy on contemporary ethical theory
To Examine the Shift from Mythology to Reasoned Analysis

To look into how philosophy and science interact

To Examine Greek Philosophy's Legacy in Current Conversation

The Philosophers Before Socrates Miletus

Thales: The Original Philosopher

The fact that Thales of Miletus is often hailed as the first philosopher in the Western tradition emphasises
his revolutionary conception of the universe. Not just because of its content but also because of its technique, his
claim that water is the fundamental substance (arché) that underlies all reality was revolutionary. Thales laid the
foundation for natural philosophy and what would eventually become scientific research by using observation and
reason to find a unifying principle for the universe, in contrast to previous mythological explanations of existence.

Although it is a pillar of philosophical historiography, the idea that Thales was the "first philosopher" is
not without controversy. Modern academics have disputed the title's historical authenticity and connotations,
despite the fact that his emphasis on reason and departure from legendary narratives are frequently praised. Even
while other ancient sources give more disjointed versions of Thales' contributions, others contend that Aristotle's
later works retrospectively created Thales' significance, portraying him as the founder of Western philosophy
("Thales and the Beginnings of European Reflection," 2023). Furthermore, Aristotle did not categorically declare
Thales the founder of philosophical thought, allowing for many interpretations even if he acknowledged that
Thales had introduced naturalistic explanations.

The debate has been further refined by recent academic viewpoints, which contend that pre-Greek
traditions had a major influence on Thales' ideas rather than them being established independently. Thales'
conception of water as the arché, for example, would have been influenced by the cultural and theological aspects
of the cult of Acheloios, a river deity representing the life-giving qualities of water. These influences demonstrate
how Thales' philosophical system is intertwined with the larger historical and cultural context (J., 2022; Molinari,
2022). By placing Thales amid a dynamic interaction of intellectual traditions, this contextualisation casts doubt
on the idea that he was a lone pioneer.

Furthermore, some critics note that claiming Thales as the sole "first philosopher” runs the risk of
oversimplifying the complex fabric of early philosophical ideas. It ignores the contributions of non-Greek
traditions that predate Thales and probably had a subtle but important influence on his views, such as Egyptian
and Mesopotamian cosmologies. This more expansive viewpoint highlights a more global and interrelated story
and calls for a re-examination of philosophy's beginnings (Cantor, 2022).

The assertion that Thales was the first philosopher needs to be handled carefully, even if he
unguestionably holds a significant position in the history of philosophy due to his innovative use of reason and
observation. His legacy displays a confluence of the intellectual and cultural currents that surrounded and preceded
him, in addition to a dramatic break from mythological thinking. As a result, Thales is not just a single person;
rather, he is a symbol of a larger development in human cognition, signalling the shift towards reasoned
investigation while staying firmly grounded in his historical setting.
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The Boundless and Anaximander

The deep idea of the apeiron, or "the Boundless," was first presented by Thales' pupil Anaximander of
Miletus and is a key part of his cosmology. Anaximander's apeiron symbolises an everlasting and limitless source
from which everything arises and ultimately returns, in contrast to the finite substances recognised by other pre-
Socratic thinkers. By emphasising natural rules as the universe's controlling forces rather than supernatural
intervention, this idea completely rewrote our picture of the cosmos.

The Boundless is frequently portrayed in traditional conceptions as the ultimate source of everything.
Recent academic studies, however, indicate that Anaximander might have seen the apeiron less as a starting point
and more as a characteristic of nature (physics). According to scholars like (Palmer, 2013) and (Couprie and
Kocandrle 2014), Anaximander's Boundless is a dynamic creative force that governs the universe by interacting
opposites, such as wet and dry and heat and cold. The Boundless is the limitless source that keeps the universe in
equilibrium while these opposites are in perpetual conflict.

One noteworthy feature of Anaximander's cosmology is his claim that necessity governs this dynamic
interaction, giving the natural order a moral component. In a cycle of creation and destruction, cosmic entities
must "compensate for their injustices” (Lucas 2017; Palmer 2013). This idea positions the Boundless as a creative
and regulating force that maintains cosmic harmony by reflecting a metaphysical order present in the flow of
reality.

Additionally, Anaximander's concepts were influenced by previous legendary structures. (Sieroka , 2017)
points out, for example, that Anaximander's sensory conception of the infinite most likely borrowed from the
Homeric tradition, where boundlessness frequently represented the divine or the unknowable. Anaximander
created a cosmological paradigm that connected myth and new scientific ideas by combining these mythological
ideas with logical investigation.

Anaximander's proposal for the presence of several worlds, which emphasises the complex
interrelationship between the finite and the infinite, is another fascinating feature of his cosmology. According to
(Kocandrle ,2019), this viewpoint not only broadened the scope of early cosmological ideas but also prepared the
way for later investigations into the structure of the cosmos. His discoveries in cosmology and astronomy made a
substantial contribution to human comprehension of the physical universe by proving that natural laws could
account for events without the need for divine explanation.

Anaximander's idea of the Boundless marks a significant turning point in the development of cosmology
and philosophy. He questioned accepted theories of the universe and highlighted the interaction of opposites as
the fundamental force of existence by proposing the apeiron as an everlasting, limitless principle. Anaximander's
theories, which have their roots in both mythological tradition and logical investigation, nevertheless have an
impact on how the cosmos and its laws are understood today. In addition to highlighting the shift from
mythological to naturalistic explanations, his legacy also emphasises how his philosophical discoveries are still
relevant today.

The Mysterious Nature of Numbers and Pythagoras

Pythagoras is well known for his philosophical ideas in addition to his significant contributions to
mathematics, particularly the Pythagorean theorem. According to his theory, numbers represent a celestial order
that underlies the universe and capture the essence of existence. Both scientific discourse and spiritual philosophy
were significantly impacted by this fusion of quantitative precision and metaphysical investigation (Musayelyan,
2024).

A timeless principle in right-angled triangles is expressed by the Pythagorean theorem, which states that
the hypotenuse's square is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides (a>+b?=c?). This theorem has been
verified throughout decades using a variety of techniques, such as algebraic formulations, geometric proofs, and
trigonometric approaches. These initiatives highlight mathematics' timeless appeal and importance by showcasing
the work of renowned mathematicians and even one-of-a-kind contributions from a previous US president
(Rahmat et al., 2024).

Furthermore, this theorem transcends Euclidean boundaries and remains applicable in non-Euclidean
geometries, such as elliptic and hyperbolic planes, where triangles' inherent characteristics are noticeably
different. These different frameworks highlight how flexible and widely applicable the theory is (S, 2024).

The Pythagorean theorem is essential in physics and goes beyond abstract mathematics. It simplifies the
complex relationship between energy and momentum in high-velocity situations by making it easier to calculate
relativistic momentum. This demonstrates how adaptable it is as a tool for connecting theoretical ideas with actual
occurrences (Musayelyan, 2024).
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Pythagoras' legacy persists because of its broad implications across many areas. His theorem, which
reflects his unmatched contributions to the nexus of science and philosophy, is a pillar of mathematical thought
and a prime example of the mutually reinforcing relationship between abstract reasoning and concrete application.

The Big Three of the Classical Era
The Originator of Ethical Philosophy: Socrates

By reorienting Western philosophy's emphasis from scientific phenomena to existential and ethical
issues, Socrates significantly changed the course of the discipline. Socrates asked the timeless question, "How
should we live?" His unrelenting search for virtue and truth was summed up in his conviction that life should be
directed by ongoing inquiry and introspection, in contrast to the Pre-Socratic philosophers who studied cosmology
and the nature of the universe.

Both his philosophical legacy and artistic depictions immortalise Socrates as a key figure in the history
of thought. Well-known Hellenistic busts, including those in the British Museum, provide insight into his face and
philosophic demeanour (British Museum, 2016). In addition to his distinctive function as a quasi-prophetic figure,
he is renowned for his revolutionary contributions to ethics and epistemology. According to Socrates, he was
inspired to confront the moral faults and complacency of Athens' society by a divine inner voice known as
daimonion ("Socrates,” 2023).

Socratic philosophy placed a strong focus on self-awareness. His well-known statement, "I know that |
know nothing," demonstrates his conviction that the first step towards real wisdom is admitting one's ignorance.
Comparing him to prophetic prophets who challenged social conventions and questioned the authority of leaders,
his dedication to intellectual humility and moral integrity became the cornerstone of his philosophical mission
("Socrates," 2023).

Socrates was tried and executed for allegedly "corrupting the youth" and impiety, but he never wavered
in his commitment to the truth. His passing became a powerful illustration of the values he supported. Socrates,
like the prophets of the Bible, demonstrated his role as a moral and intellectual leader for humanity by being
willing to give his life rather than compromise his principles.

The Socratic Method, a style of inquiry distinguished by critical discourse and persistent questioning, is
one of Socrates' most enduring contributions. This approach encouraged participants to get greater clarity and
understanding by attempting to identify conflicts and improve concepts. The Socratic Method is a dynamic
instrument that is still used in contemporary education, especially in the fields of philosophy, law, and pedagogy,
to foster critical and analytical thinking. It is not only a historical artefact.

Through his disciples, particularly Plato, who documented Socratic dialogues and advanced his theories,
Socrates' impact persisted after his death. The core of Socratic thought is preserved and passed down to succeeding
generations through Plato's writings, including The Republic and Apology.

Socrates' influence endures beyond his passing, permeating both the cultural and intellectual spheres. His
efforts are still honoured by artistic depictions, ranging from historical busts to contemporary interpretations that
encourage contemplation of moral behaviour (British Museum, 2016; Kostas Katsu Lis, 2021). His steadfast
dedication to self-awareness and inquiry continues to influence modern philosophy and education.

Socrates demonstrated a strong commitment to moral fortitude, truth, and the unrelenting quest of
wisdom throughout his life and death. These values, together with the Socratic Method's methodological rigour,
guarantee his continued significance as a leader in the continuous pursuit of integrity and understanding.

Plato: The Formal Universe

One of the most important thinkers in classical philosophy, Plato made a lasting impact on epistemology,
metaphysics, and political theory. Plato, a pupil of Socrates, expanded on his teacher's questions and incorporated
them into a thorough framework that has influenced Western philosophy. His writings examine fundamental ideas
like justice, government, and the nature of reality, providing perspectives that are still relevant in many academic
fields.

Plato critically analysed the idea of justice and its function in society in his foundational book, The
Republic. He put out the concept of the ideal state, headed by philosopher-kings—people who achieve true
knowledge and are best suited to rule via arduous education and the search for the truth (Schofield, 2006). Plato's
view that knowledgeable and moral leadership is essential is emphasised by this critique of democracy, which was
inspired by his observations of the unreliability of Athenian governance and the execution of Socrates.
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Plato also highlighted the importance of education in promoting efficient government. He maintained
that people could only become enlightened and capable of acting as stewards of the state by undergoing a
systematic educational process. Political philosophy continues to be based on his idea of a meritocratic society in
which leaders are selected based on their intelligence rather than their riches or ancestry.

The Theory of Forms, a metaphysical idea that asserts the presence of abstract, unchangeable entities
outside of the physical world, is fundamental to Plato's philosophy. These "Forms" stand for everything's ideal
essence. The actual chair that one sees in everyday life, for example, is only a flawed representation of the perfect
"chair" that exists in the world of Forms (Sorensen, 2022; Tomlin, 2022). Plato argues that whereas sensory
experience simply provides opinions or illusions, true knowledge is found in comprehending these eternal Forms.

Philosophers ranging from the Neoplatonists to modern theorists have been influenced by this paradigm,
which has stimulated philosophical discussion for millennia. In philosophical discussions, the conflict Plato
emphasised between appearance and reality, as well as between opinion and knowledge, is still a major topic
("Plato," 2022).

Plato used The Republic's Allegory of the Cave to eloquently illustrate his metaphysical and
epistemological concepts. In this metaphor, prisoners are shown shackled in a cave with no view other than the
shadows on the wall in front of them. The shadows are reality for these inmates. One prisoner may discover the
true nature of the world, though, if they manage to break free and wander outside into the sunshine. This voyage
illustrates the philosopher's journey from ignorance to enlightenment and the transformational potential of
introspection and education.

The parable also criticises society's complacency and human ignorance. Plato maintained that rather than
aiming for the truth, most people are satisfied with the "shadows" of reality—superficial understandings.
According to Plato, the philosopher's responsibility is to go back to the cave and assist others in seeing beyond
their narrow perspectives, even in the face of opposition and animosity that such endeavours may elicit.

Plato's observations of Socrates' trial and execution had a significant impact on his legal theories. Plato
addressed the conflict between right and wrong laws in The Laws, arguing in favour of a legal system based on
moral standards as opposed to capricious authority (Junior, 2023). Legal theorists and ethicists are still motivated
by his philosophical investigations into the essence of justice, which serve as a basis for discussions regarding the
connection between morality and governance.

There has never been a greater influence on philosophy than Plato. Neoplatonists and contemporary
philosophical radicals are just two of the many schools of thought that have interpreted and challenged his writings
("Plato," 2022). His writings promote independent thought, a critical analysis of social conventions, and the
unwavering search for the truth. Plato continues to direct modern investigations into the nature of reality,
knowledge, and justice through the Theory of Forms, the Allegory of the Cave, and his conception of the ideal
state.

Aristotle: The Proficient Scientist

One of the most well-known and influential thinkers in antiquity, Aristotle was a pupil of Plato who
rejected the Theory of Forms to forge his own intellectual route. Rather, he grounded his philosophy in the study
of nature by emphasising empirical observation. His contributions covered a broad range of fields, such as politics,
logic, ethics, biology, and metaphysics, and he was dubbed "The Master of Sciences."”

Avristotle rejected the idea of distinct, transcendent Forms, in contrast to his teacher Plato. According to
him, forms are inherent to physical objects and can only be comprehended in light of their potential for
development and material existence. This viewpoint, expressed in his foundational work Metaphysics, emphasises
the notion that an object's essence is influenced by its history and purpose rather than being an abstract ideal
(Sorensen, 2022). By bridging the gap between metaphysics and the tangible world, Aristotle's method established
the foundation for a philosophy that is grounded in reality.

Since he created syllogistic reasoning, a deductive framework that is still essential to logical analysis,
Aristotle is frequently recognised as the father of formal logic. This system, which he developed in his work
Organon, offered a framework for thinking that impacted later advances in science, mathematics, and philosophy.

Aristotle was a pioneer in the natural sciences. He made the enormous accomplishment of methodically
classifying living things, which served as the cornerstone of contemporary biology. Even though his observations
and classifications were occasionally incorrect by today's standards, they showed a steadfast dedication to
empirical data. The scientific methods that developed during the Renaissance and beyond were greatly influenced
by this emphasis on observation and methodical investigation.
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The influence of Aristotle's contributions on rhetoric has endured. His book Rhetoric combined
philosophical rigour with real-world application to define principles for persuasive communication. The renowned
Roman orator Cicero adapted Aristotle's theories to develop a system that combined discussion with masterful
rhetoric (Bishop, 2018). This combination of rhetoric and logic still has an impact on fields like political science,
law, and communication.

In works such as Politics and Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle explored the nature of justice and
governance in political philosophy. From libertarianism to communitarianism, his observations on striking a
balance between individual and collective interests have been interpreted in a variety of ways. His investigation
of moral and legal issues confirms his conviction that morality and sensible leadership are the keys to living a
decent life (\Wang, 2023).

Aristotle left behind a wealth of lasting intellectual achievements. His scientific investigations continue
to motivate modern study, and his philosophical frameworks are still essential to classical studies. Aristotle's
position as a pillar of Western thinking is highlighted by the fact that his synthesis of observation and reasoning
forms the basis of fields ranging from biology to law (Maher & Wells, 2011).

Aristotle created a bridge between theory and practice by firmly establishing his philosophy in the
empirical realm and eschewing entirely abstract idealism. His writings, which have influenced human thought for
more than two millennia, are a testament to his dedication to comprehending the world as it is.

Philosophy of the Hellenics

Epicureanism: The Search for Joy

Founded by the ancient Greek philosopher Epicurus, Epicureanism is sometimes misinterpreted as
supporting hedonism in its most hedonistic form. But at its foundation, Epicureanism is a philosophy of attention
and moderation. Epicurus preached that the greatest good is pleasure, but he reinterpreted pleasure as the absence
of suffering and distress rather than as excess. This school of thinking prioritised the development of basic
pleasures over ephemeral or costly indulgences, such as companionship, introspection, and the love of nature.

The Epicureans held that the key to reaching ataraxia, or mental peace, was engaging in intellectual
activities and introspection. They maintained that one may lead a life of lasting contentment by avoiding pain and
minimising pointless wants. By arguing that death is nothing to be dreaded because it is merely the lack of
sensation, Epicurus likewise contested the fear of dying. His teachings continue to speak to people who want to
live a balanced life free from materialistic excess because they are based on mindfulness and simplicity.

Stoicism: Using Virtue to Find Inner Peace

Zeno of Citium established stoicism in the early third century BCE. It is a philosophy of self-control,
resiliency, and coexisting with the universe's natural order. Its central tenet is that virtue—qualities like courage,
knowledge, and justice—rather than outside factors, is the source of true contentment. Stoics promoted acceptance
and composure in the face of uncontrollable circumstances, emphasising the value of differentiating between what
is and is not under one's control.

According to stoic ideas, hardship can be a means of fostering personal development. People can develop
inner serenity by balancing with nature and seeing obstacles as chances to practise virtue. Since its tenets of
emotional control and logical decision-making are regarded as crucial for negotiating life's challenges, this
philosophy has gained fresh significance in contemporary times, especially in self-help and leadership situations.
The writings of individuals such as Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius continue to motivate people who are
trying to find strength in the face of adversity.

Scepticism: Casting Doubt on Certainties

Scepticism, a long-standing philosophical tradition based on critical thinking and questioning, casts doubt
on the fundamental notion of ultimate knowledge. Scepticism, which has its roots in the ideas of Pyrrho of Elis
and others, holds that epoché, or peace of mind, can be attained by delaying judgement on topics that are doubtful.
Sceptics contended that certainty is frequently an illusion and that human senses and ideas are subject to error.

This philosophical position promotes intellectual openness and humility, arguing that a more peaceful
living might result from accepting the boundaries of human knowledge. Scepticism emphasises the complexity of
reality and the value of avoiding drawing firm conclusions, but it does not condemn investigation or the quest for
truth. Scepticism provides a timeless reminder of the importance of critical thinking in an uncertain environment
by encouraging an attitude of caution and curiosity.
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Together, the three schools of philosophy—Epicureanism, Stoicism, and Scepticism—offer a variety of
approaches to comprehending and negotiating the human condition. They continue to motivate those looking for
direction, serenity, and purpose in life, whether it is by pursuing small pleasures, developing virtue and fortitude,
or challenging presumptions.

Greek Philosophy's Persistent Impact on Western Civilisation

Greek philosophy has had a significant and wide-ranging impact on Western culture, providing the
theoretical foundation for a variety of disciplines, including ethics, education, and even current debates over
environmental sustainability. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were among the founding thinkers who introduced
important ideas that still influence contemporary social structures. For example, in today's globalised society, their
contributions to political philosophy and ethics are still essential to comprehending justice, governance, and moral
frameworks (Marukhovska-Kartunova et al., 2023; Liu, 2023).

In sharp contrast to the limitations imposed on intellectual inquiry throughout the mediaeval era, the
classical Greek educational philosophy placed a strong emphasis on logical thinking, critical inquiry, and the quest
of knowledge (Rahmawati et al., 2024). In addition to defining ancient educational systems, this tradition of
intellectual rigour served as an inspiration for the tenets of contemporary liberal education. Furthermore, the
eternal significance of Greek philosophical ideas is highlighted by their application to modern problems like
environmental sustainability. Greek concepts of harmony with nature, temperance, and balance provide
philosophical underpinnings for tackling ecological issues (Lee, 2023).

Greek Christianity and Thought

Western religious thought was greatly influenced by the blending of early Christian theology with Greek
philosophy. By drawing comparisons between Plato's theory of the everlasting Forms and the Christian conception
of paradise, intellectuals such as Saint Augustine incorporated Platonic ideals into Christian thought. During the
Middle Ages, Scholastic philosophy benefited from Aristotle's emphasis on reason, which allowed theologians to
reconcile faith with reason (Marukhovska-Kartunova et al., 2023). Western religious and ethical systems have
been greatly impacted by the intellectual basis that was established by this blending of Greek and Christian
traditions.

The Greek Philosophy Revival of the Renaissance

Ancient Greek philosophy saw a resurgence of interest throughout the Renaissance. A resurgence of
classical ideas was sparked by scholars like Marsilio Ficino, who led the translation of Platonic texts. The Greek
emphasis on human potential, reason, and the quest for knowledge was praised during this humanist era. These
ideas laid the foundation for the contemporary scientific method by bridging the gap between old philosophical
traditions and the Renaissance's emerging scientific inquiry (Carter, 2023).

The Indebtedness of Ancient Greece to Modern Philosophy

Known as the "Age of Reason,” the Enlightenment was greatly influenced by Greek intellectual
traditions. The ethical and logical frameworks developed by Aristotle and Plato were expanded upon by
philosophers including Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Immanuel Kant, and René Descartes. Ancient Greek
concepts still have an impact on debates concerning metaphysics, ethics, and democracy in modern philosophy.
Greek intellectual traditions are the origin of ideas like the essence of justice, the organisation of political
institutions, and the pursuit of human knowledge (Marukhovska-Kartunova et al., 2023; Liu, 2023).

Greek philosophy continues to be essential to Western civilisation, having influenced early Christian
theology and served as an inspiration for the Renaissance and Enlightenment intellectual revolutions. Its influence
can be seen in the philosophical questions, educational approaches, and ethical frameworks that still influence
modern thinking. In addition to paying respect to the past, studying the writings of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
teaches us timeless lessons for negotiating the challenges of the contemporary world.

Greek Philosophy in the Present

Greek philosophy is still very much relevant in today's political, educational, and personal development
contexts. By using Socratic discussion and Aristotle's logic principles, its inclusion in school curricula develops
critical thinking skills, intellectual curiosity, and problem-solving ability. Epicurean notions of simplicity and
contentment serve as a guidance for individuals aiming for a balanced existence, while Stoic principles—such as
accepting what is beyond one's control and concentrating on what is within one's control—inform contemporary
self-help and mindfulness activities. Greek philosophical concepts serve as the foundation for contemporary
political systems, with democracy, as conceived in Athens, being based on the values of equality and fairness.
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Political philosophy is still shaped by the writings of Plato and Aristotle, which influence discussions about
government and citizen duties in modern nations.

Conclusion

Greek philosophy marks a turning point in the development of human thought, moving from mythological
explanations of existence to a methodical search for knowledge based on observation and reason. Philosophers
like Thales, Anaximander, and Pythagoras established the foundation for natural philosophy in the sixth century
BCE by investigating the basic laws controlling the universe and human life. By turning his attention to ethical
issues and promoting moral integrity and introspection through his well-known dialectical approach, Socrates
further revolutionised philosophical study. Building on these ideas, Plato and Aristotle created thorough
frameworks that addressed knowledge, justice, and the essence of reality. Greek philosophy's legacy lives on in
modern debate, impacting everything from science to ethics and education. Its relevance as a pillar of Western
intellectual traditions is highlighted by its emphasis on reasoned thought, investigation, and the quest of wisdom,
all of which are still relevant today.
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