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Abstract

This paper examines the Vachana movement of twelfth-century Karnataka, led by Basavanna, Allama Prabhu,
Akka Mahadevi, and other sharanas, as a major instrument of social reform. Composed in the spoken Kannada of
ordinary people, the vachanas questioned caste discrimination, priestly mediation, temple-centred religiosity, and
gender inequality. Drawing on the frameworks of structure and anti-structure, vernacularization, and the sociology
of bhakti, the study analyses how the concepts of kayaka (work as worship), dasoha (sharing), the ishtalinga, and
the Anubhava Mantapa gave shape to the vision of a new community. It traces the historical background of the
movement, the participation of artisans and women, the upheaval at Kalyana, and the later hagiographical and
editorial tradition. It also evaluates the limitations of the movement in the light of recent scholarship and assesses
its contemporary relevance, arguing that the vachanas were not merely devotional poetry but a sustained critique
of social hierarchy in the language of the people.
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