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Abstract

This paper examines the rise of the Malayalam novel in the closing decades of the nineteenth
century as a major medium of social reform. Works such as Kundalatha (1887), Indulekha (1889),
Marthandavarma (1891), and Saraswativijayam (1892) emerged against the background of the
spread of print, English education, and the formation of a new reading public. Drawing on the
frameworks of the rise of the novel, print capitalism, realism in the colonial Indian novel, and
cultural hegemony, the study analyses how these novels represented matriliny and the
sambandham alliance, the caste order, women's education, and an emerging sense of
nationhood. It traces the movement from missionary prose narratives to the first full-fledged
novels, discusses the reformist character of the early novel, and evaluates its limitations of class,
caste, and gender. It argues that the early Malayalam novel was not merely an imitation of an
English form but a space in which Kerala society debated its own passage to modernity.
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Al®O®IMal@®Io MIQINEIONG BRAUNVIM BUIE:6BRSIEE NLIVWISDTITE Balo6EBHIEN BMNIQUDTD
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2EIIB MOl Bl @OBTITB AlODMIMBal@Io MIGINEIHOR @PAIMIIM RUDEB6BRUB 3@©}
sloldlalnng &e1m06m). alB(@TIM GATe6HES 26NIEIMM 6303 MVISI®S AII@MURIDTITD
NBjo WSROI  (AIallEO}B@Ie EMIAUTE MM AR MOl ORWo  H2IQYIB©Io
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MOl al@laiSBEMOIONG  altUICDRIOHIE  MaadR]  alltedeiMe  ©.a1Qe:
ag)M@em. emolellly AUYlO@IGIESI@ AIGH@ MVINAIREERUS, @RVYR(E:IL! B MIBHBINS
(ICQAEBRUD, AE}ALOOMIVW  al@laHHEEMARAIWIBS  NIMLo,  WIGINIABUBM., M@
(1@l WIMo, alBlABE08, MVAEElE: (IS agarlal nailes al@leuedusleseq|siamy.
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2e1@I8 emoakileon oo™ am@ilenesd0d Mmiel eeaVELITIE: TVAlaIMmEBBUB
(IGQILMEJSYOMIUIM@IEM. H@IM AUdglend emaniellend oswo (Rise of the Novel) agyom
aloMo, QBMINIIR., Olellmis, AWIIBW A@MI MIAI00 «fMIUIQIOS USBL|@IAIXI
emoaieflom enimulafleazomy. mowIeem amHEes ©eBMoElm lalmec® WImAII
@RHONH BB EOIM @alDIENT BMIUMD ag)My (IS M@l ee30m).>

ENIMWIESS @RHIBBWYTVENE @RalSl m@melnglomo (Print Capitalism) ag)m @RUE@o,
GMIULI0 al(@QUJo af)EBROM EB@} HalIDY RIaHI MIAINEDD BIQUM 6aIQYIM MVaNID )3 ag)my
Qlledle:@leanym].  aleMialee @ROIIO® QPD@MENIB 6O RIHUAITM 6B &0
QU ENBMIIUB B} alEONUSOO QS MVDINEENIIWo Bale)e]SIM].*

dlmosdl madslaes dlellmuage @onddLInnige (Realism and Reality) agom alomo,
HAMINE BMICUDD lIURUI®S BIITHIOR BBAILI BRMIBEEMAEL] o) QUIEIEHIM]. QB
M@ OO  DBMWIRODIM B3 MVIOIBEIQIo  EYSPENUODIMIe  MVAYBIVDTHIMo
D3OBNEMM M@ 6©}) TVIDOIS @INIBLANIe MEAIERBS MVRIBHAIEN @R)R(EH>ILI
HADMB BMINULRBIOS MVAIlGUBUD.>

0. af)M. aleMIEOHEOS MIMIIGle: @eUlvemio (Cultural Hegemony) auoenimuilay
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a)68R6M BEEIVAW. QlladuamooaE0©) audlailajy ag)omy &06MIOOM].
SDMBIGLIEUOWENO| 188 @REGZODMIOHR QUIQM DD aISHRSIM Aildsa] OBIOEEMAIEN.’
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MleaIN=IEnUs, AUOBEEM (NMAOEBRUY, GRYMIGILNG:EERUB afMMIQ MBEOD BE3 GRJ/UWIMIH
@Ruo@ailrla@ aow@mades) mog.'*

Doladl QflBPERPMe BMSIL B©) RO AWINIBWe D GILIO OWGANINIM}.
£BI6B6MIQTB BEEMDMIOL! DBRPONERSIGEISS (IBAIUDly DAIB Mo(flad BMINILRE-SIOS
QUIRMESIEODIEIM].  @lEQIMAIEIGIT MOWB AVMBIVOEBIONG  AlEMUGIND
CAMEHNIVDDITE DD HILIOD 96NRI®  2IQeBRUB  6NIMIM  emdl ilvermow]
BEAUOSIOIIISINE.

HADM  RIHSEITD  HlIEROQU  EMIUT  oIlOM@ DD HILICIEM.  aldUDUID
mPWIMAIZe DM (AI@SHEEMAIe @EAERBS MVoMUIRRIWIET (BIUBIB HRAIB BRIMS o™

Volume: 2 | Issue: 3 | September — 2026 | www.eduresearchjournal.com/index.php/ijilrs |



http://www.eduresearchjournal.com/index.php/ijilrs

21

B&0e1aI5e0™m  Qilevaatloleamm. arI@I8 emoeinnd 2@ o™ alluedel amMd
(&IOS BINAII@IM].°

4. cmaonueilm aymi: @laMmO NELI6ULIMEBRU3

BISHEMORICT BMINULRHUBHE IMT @OM ALIWISODITE aflel 1EOIOMEBRUB
96n2oil5aens. almilmy @>0SmBMY o(latll @8 @2ila] G@IQIOS ALIIV BRI *LIIMESUWo
(1877), ®@@4] alleem eeoulies alegjeileaemi (1882) agarlal aI@I@d (@1wamaden.'

DD SHOBUE  AD(l2OEEM  BISHEOMIONS  af)V3Me]SAUIDGIMIeSEIE0,
@oSlaomo, O@ QlleualMo MO @REUOM  QAlaAU@AIBE]  afM  (AIIWIM(o
@RAUOMNME. Hlvig Hlalme ERREICI 2eII8 !BOEEIOMOMIT  SHSMMIAUM@) O
B OBElepnswoen. '

5. HHYBLIM: @B ALIWIS GMINUMBI

1887@3 @5:091@66)95 MM (a1MVlE8le:@le66)q|s @Rajd HMSIEBRISIVIOS BIMBEI@IET
DEIRISOBIOL! BRR| EMIAULIIDI] HalITRIONU BHEMENISHE]SIMD. B®) MVITHE]|B> BIEODTD
AlUDUIODLINISH® (M BLO@IEMID).

eHEEIL MINIle: Hlalmapm@l emdls snIWAlRPEDTIMITE EIMBRIMOQ B©3
£022203MI@IENTT MEald@ QlleIE@MIM®. ag)eslee, AR LINI® 6BE) o MEREDITD
alO@IM ARIVWISOHIM HYIIOAN DD & OOl @ilo)3."

6. DMBYGLIEU: BISHEMEAIOD @RYBY CGMINU DI

18898 3O@ORAUIM 6. 2laoREAGMISNY (1847-1899) snM3iGRIE, LISHEMEOAIDOTD @13
2EII8 BMINILIN®I @RCIe.SIM]. BEIcIININE B®) MP@IUlaIMIDIIEIM 2ITTEAGMIM,
Doyfla3l GMINILRE:81OS DIMYBIIE DEIISOTITE B@} B0 f)PIMIMBS @R)(NaNAIE DD
@alMNHE) G(alEEMIVD) o)) @BAUDIBIHHQITB QB AILNMMIENE.?

Doflad  Qfl3PEPEMe eMSIw  HOMERII@I  MOWAIMPe  @2AERSS (1Mo,
SDMBIGRIEUO®  VoENITWo  O2IQINS  af@®IMM  MIAI  MMRBIGIQJISIOHNG  alBlanoMViRI
(PREBRSMIENT BMINURIHNR BT, WONIIFY BIEEMAUEIW lERUEAGMIMB 1P @RWIE:00
2RISMOQ (al@IMIWle:@lenyamy.?

2@o, MIGIUBIENUIRo, DA MIHEMTB BHHINB(UNMY o) MIUOHNO 2188 AlBeeIndI®
(MoUIBRo DUBOEHIVBIM al@IOMFIo @RUIWo, BMINULIOM B3 @RHUI® MoUIB BAUARIISS)
@29QIM}. ©BIE8MI@ nelledlnileins @RUEAIEAIR MMEVWDESINS CEEUDITVIEN
OD>. af)0B. aleMIEH@ DD @RUWOWHED® UIRIHL3M®Y.2’

7. D)QHOOMIWo, (Moo, dS)o6r al®lak@6emo

SDMBIGLIU@IOS MINaO|S  (aldOWIMfe AMEPIEINEHINT DEIALODMIW  alBlati@6m
21B4]@EBIOS alUTUICMElo @RHNUURIAIEM. MIVB M8 MMRMIG] aZEHUMIGe 2ALRSS
MoENIMWo MIWAIEAI® QIlAI2aNAIBEMI af)(M GaldBfo DD IO MV}

1891eal @eiendd allaned  HAHOIGE  2100IGACMINMD  @RNAIIGIIM]. e
21B.5]H820S ISBo@I 1896@3 @elendd Allaidad Mo Mlelnildd ammy. eE:2686MI @3
MleaQIMO®Ie  al@lai@EeMAIEIE:Slo GalBM) QEIDEHTOIRW OQUISIOM  [)EBREOM
a3MAMIBALal )3 ag)omy 2. @rEIeMIa Qllterro] al@leusrwlesymiens.t

Mo MaHS(I®HIB0  RROMINUOM  TIEOTMSIEHNIAN  DAZELIE,  ToENIMLEDTTD
(aleMm@@Dlelo alEMial® @ OIRe @RWl-HClmaow 630} eI
a3 EINIHBEH03M]. HHIEMAIEOS G@RUIE-IEOH@® GaldBfe ©al@IMM AIWAUM, RO
@ERINIOIOS AUSBIGENIWODD (al@IMule-Aleeomy.>

8. M(®°], W1B19EI9MV0o, IS 1®)Io

DoflaHo  MoMIB(@UFo MoUIMUZe @REIMIl,] EDMGEIE, @RR(E:RI EMIILee
Ol @IS BICYB@IEM. M@ QilEPEPIVEDTIONG @RAIURIE® BMINIEIONE 6B3©)
(I MLEMUBAIEM).2
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af)MMI@B DD o RBIQ (@] MVELL|OTINY Al BlW]B83NMRIRIIEIIM}. BRR(GIE! al@latie:@6em
BIY QUG elotnERROBIONM @RSIMNIMEBTIT QllEdAIMe Hal@BIOUM, M@ IOW
(IWIMAIRo NIBalld: AEMWEIOTIONNG 2RAGEIGHIBIWIV] BH6NPOAUIMe O=R.  @3A1le:
mldledleammy. QllzPeEMe MI@IOH® TR @30 AIMINIAIEONHIMSBS DaldWlIIENT
alBI@q 9930 @RAIMGle{le66)q]5®.""

@RR(EI8] BMINUEREUB @BRHOAGENIWMTNOMRDIe BRHANGBMWIOHS®Io RO RIaH
©3a16eSIOTIVWODMEBBOM o)  OB®WEIDIAB  QllUdd:LIMo  OaIQPIMIMNE.  QUBDIIOS
@RY(NaDEBRBlo TVINJOIH: NEPBBSJo AAERBE MVRIBaH0 DD HYDNBSIOS @REUIM
9MBRMI6M. "2

9. MVEMIM1NIN2®o: LO@1NI10)EL GMNINUG3

1892@3 (a1milEldle:@la) Galde@m@l @yerommiaileng memycilalleo, sadilaynimne@
emalg Qiladudlenian @RREIAI BMINULIIEM. &HRICIenel 683 Q) @REIRIHEMIIEIIM}
@alWl@oql."®

ald53a10SlO@IOM GaI@l@d 603 MmmMRMICl mwilwies @RS8YE:80T8 ABElEeeNSIM
DEODM afM aljel@ enidelm, Mmasynily dlaum allaprmie ems] B8s3Alled MOE@IWlalmowil
aseekloOmMIM@IeN  eMaelend  s@layome..  aillgpepPMuElen  allm@o  agam
@RALNEIaIeN MIILleng Gald.'

Aleflal ag)o. GRGMIOAR QAUIRM (ald>0@0, E5PEBITIEHIBHE) aldEMIAI @PS|ojABEmElnHNR
SO OBICBIEMIW@  @RWIMIGH®  QlERILINMOTOHNG  TLIWIM@IAIVIEIM.  qVAIBEM
al@laf®Eem  eMmoQERGEI@d Mo Q@IMI®RIQ B8®) @RHURMIGMI  MVEHE|AJ6NTT
MEMGINIR@o AIEMISIOAUE63M®."°

10. QO@OMIEMUVOUMBIRD: al@ (M MUJo BRUIGENIOWNIo

1891@ (leSle@ly Ul all. EIMl8Sswiens MIBE®IMLAIGLY, ALIISOTIOL]
@R 2@ emoaeem. @lEQImIEdleal  MIBDMIETWAUBID  NaNIEIRICIOHP
MLNIMIBEIAOEM EILIEODD @BRUIIEID M LIBHEBRBIEM) DMINHNY alURUIDTEI..'

BIDGILIOHO®  @RAUOMo  OalQRM@IEROS  B®) (0GRS  GRUBEENIIW.
©3016)o|SYOMIS@IVIEIM DD BMIAUDTI. @R.oJSla] @REUOMEBRUB B3 BIAIMI MIDINEDID
M(HIS] B g @RHMBEWYMIOME MBleueMo MAflOS (alMemAIeM.* @leINImIes:3Cloea
96RPONEBRSITE MIFIBHIBHE (DMl @RAUUWRE]S 18916 neiIsg] eacamidleilong
EILIOMIEN DD BMINUDD al}O@MIAUMD )Mo (LBGRLAAIEM.? Ul. Qll. WIOS 1@l (@
EMINIERGEIOL! alEAIWIEIRDMIOHNF@Ie B3IBAWIOSDYo (IUBMEBRUB DRWE}RIA QilueRMIT]
21@5] ©al@RMIENS.'?

11. (aJUWOM @RYBIHHILI B3O 16U

alSld 1: @R(EIL! ARIWIB NROEOIMEBRSI0 BMINILRE:SIo

QUBaHo B @] ®a1lmoal (a10WOMgo
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1887 SIBRI® @Mq ]} ®HMSYEBRIS] @RBf MLIWWIS BMIUTCD
1889 EDM3IGEIE 6. 2100RBABMIM BISHEME DI @rR)3§ GMIUDTD
1891 2OBOMIEMLOUB2N adl. all. eoamallss @13 2IGl (@ BMIUTD
1892 MEM@INlmo GaldGO@] BIEOmMIY =o@lnileyry MM
1892 (P20AB (60MJo BIW) 6. 2laTREAGMIM @Pa3@EMAIR @6NBI0 BMINUTCD
1897 aVE0E GROMal ?)s31i@d AlaH0B A lURUOODRIOTIERSS MVIDJOlH
BMOU®D

2ei@I8  emoaelend ®@RR(  CRISOIORl  (WIM  &(@IGUE 23S  alSle:@ilad
Mo(NaOleeamy. !0
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12. AWla@uomallo al@ 1@ 16:8)0

@Rl GMINILRGBIOS al@la¥i@6m myjRUODIOY QSOOI
BRG] 826NN}, EDMIGRIOIINS GRG0 (aIWIMAIIe Molad QIlEPOEROEMI eMSI
803 qLVAIBIM  AWIBLEDICMP®IeM. &Hlwag =dlallme o™  emoelmd  «@EeOsen
@rr(URiAeM.”

(@) Qileao2IMO@MENOlo P88 MUEe|ile alBlAlM@IRIIEIM]. aR@I@ M@ Mm@ @™
QSO af)MDINEMEEIUB, al@laHEA@ ald@3UM EI] 5] 188 ag)a MIlRIQiIRINENY alfiGe 090
QileoaIMo ©21Qee]S@."" MIENIMLED® aRBERIRPMI AIlAIINAILE] MIQIMIBS alBlatiB>@6m
((PREBRUB, DEIDEOOMIWo  MMNBHUBHE M@ allel @RAIG:IUEROHS
BRBENILIOISIOB o) ailladuamaiie Mleiml@desiamny.t

BICBIEMIWT  @RWIMISHMEWISIBE  @RR(GIL!  BMIAURIANIEG:SIOS  MUBlalMido
m@lwa@lEIM].  Moledl  ANBPEEPAVOOD  REEINDIWIOS AIBNAIWVI]  E6NBBAJIPo,
0H0686MI@ @RUI@IOO™® QladUMICLE:20@] MR e6008 @EAUBHE al3d@emao)]
&Yleooilg).” agsslege, MDIOOMENALRBS ald®I MVoQUIBODBIM EMIUTE MTEBLI
(MoRINUM @RMIGHW(RIENT. >

13. VA BN B (Al B ]

80} mMQIMEIeaINn  &Yleoilgle  ©@RREIAI  BMINIERGUE  AUIXIEe6S)E-W]0
aRMBAUDE66e]S)E@Ie  OaIQRM}.  DMBCRIAIAOS RO Mol  allid@mMAI0
MEMYGINNRQWOHTMECLI8S  RBI® l0MEBBBIo D @SB @IL|RIOTIONG OSlud6m). >

2@, ellotro, OBHIEBRIMIW@ @EHUWIMIH®  MIAUOWHNLPS8  TVABLlE:
MMIBIBlE  alOMEBRUE DD SO aROI®  GaldBEERE8INS  MVdlaileaiam.
MGl 2IB@OTNOMG B©) BRI AU EHIMIBS AVIWI@IEN) DD lOMEBBUB
@30MMIsym@y."' "2

@REes Hal@maoem MISIOBTITE (IGINIWSIEElEe6SIM@) g GaldBfe M0
(IVSO@EN). HMRERIAIY  EMOINIR@A ©oleR8s @RIM®E.,  ALIIS
MIOlOEBIeR BSI@, MO af)PITMIGHOSEN0LIB8S HMEODOD alBo|HUdH6) B©) @@
AlURUIO®EIo M@BEBIOMY."°

14. 9alMoaNd®o

2EI@I8 GMINENONE 9B@o BHOIRI 6O} MIAGIM MVorMIBIMIE, Adly] L8
M2POOOMR BRWIMIGHOXIGRISMNBE @IS B®)  (aIWIM  2eISAISEINM].
GISPENIOODMRIo WITOQ@o MI@OW@Io ERUIODMDIo SHIOILRBS A RMIQ @RJHUOWEBRUD
Bl 866)q|5 SRR} @RYR(EIE] BMINUDTI.

213e2@MId, MUl ail. EIAMI8Ss, GaIIeEmEl E:yeTMMI a)IMIAUGIOS Ey@]EuB
QDI MIAZOlH MRIaIS}ESEITB MIMMOE:06NE BEE GalIB(@TIM OOM®Eo G@SI: AIOIM
BB  af)6BBeMm  HQileeeme? M GalIBEMIONE @SB @iem afladesndel meIIs
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