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Abstract

Kannada folk theatre represents a vibrant and diverse tradition that reflects the cultural, social, and religious ethos
of Karnataka. Rooted in oral traditions, these performances combine storytelling, music, dance, and drama to
convey moral, historical, and mythological themes to rural audiences. Forms such as Yakshagana, Bayalata,
Sannata, Dollu Kunitha, Togalu Gombeyaata (puppet theatre), and Harikathe embody the region’s folk
consciousness and serve as both entertainment and education.Unlike classical theatre, Kannada folk theatre is
often performed in open spaces, village squares, or temple premises, making it accessible to all strata of society.
Performers use vibrant costumes, exaggerated gestures, rhythmic dialogue delivery, and live music to engage
audiences. The themes often reflect a synthesis of local beliefs and pan-Indian epics, including stories from the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Puranas, while also addressing contemporary issues like justice, morality, and social
harmony.More than just an artistic expression, Kannada folk theatre is a living cultural archive, preserving
language, dialects, customs, and oral history. It plays a significant role in fostering community identity and
continuity of tradition. However, modernization and the decline of rural patronage pose challenges to its survival,
calling for renewed interest, documentation, and preservation efforts.
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