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Abstract

In the Riti theory, Vamanamuni propounded that “style (r1ti) is the soul of poetry.” Kuntakacarya, in the Vakrokti
theory, established that the distinctive excellence of poetry lies in oblique expression (vakrokti). Ksemendra,
through the Auchitya theory, emphasized the primacy of propriety (auchitya) in all aspects of poetry. Bhamaha,
Dandin, and others, in the Alankara theory, analyzed the ornamental elements that enhance the beauty of poetry.In
this essay, a comparative analysis of these theories, an examination of their interrelationships, and an exploration
of their contributions to literary criticism have been presented. In conclusion, it is asserted that Indian literary
theories not only possess historical significance but also remain relevant in modern literary criticism.
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