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Abstract

This research dissertation presents a detailed discussion centered on the most important theory of Sanskrit poetics,
the Dhvani Theory.The great 9th-century poet Anandavardhana, in his work Dhvanyaloka, proclaimed dhvani
(suggestion) to be the very soul of poetry and brought about a revolutionary transformation in the field of poetic
aesthetics (kavya-alankara-§astra). Abhinavagupta, in his commentary entitled Locana, expounded the profound
philosophical depth of the Dhvani theory. In this dissertation, the nature of dhvani, its threefold classification, its
relationship with rasa (aesthetic emotion), and the debates with the proponents of the Alankara school are
analyzed. Dhvani creates the unique beauty of poetry by evoking a suggested meaning (implied sense) beyond the
literal meaning. This theory contributes not only to Indian poetics but also significantly to world literary criticism.
In this research work, the historical development, theoretical foundation, and practical application of the Dhvani
theory are comprehensively presented.
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