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Abstract

This paper examines the library movement in Kerala as a major instrument of social awakening and
democratic transformation. Emerging in the early twentieth century and consolidated through the
leadership of P. N. Panicker and the Travancore Library Association of 1945, the movement spread
reading as a public habit and connected literacy with social reform, self respect, and political
consciousness. The study applies the frameworks of the public sphere, social capital, and print culture
to analyse how a network of village libraries reshaped Kerala society. It traces the movement from its
colonial background through the formation of the organised network, its links with the anti caste
renaissance and the political mobilisation of the twentieth century, the participation of women, and the
Total Literacy Campaign of 1990 and 1991. It evaluates the movement's limitations and assesses its
relevance in the present digital age, arguing that the library movement was not merely an educational
programme but a foundational force in the making of modern Kerala.
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