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Abstract

The literary tradition of the tribal communities of Kerala is one of the most neglected areas in the history of Indian
literature. This paper examines in detail the evolution of the tribal voice from oral tradition to modern written
literature, the representation of tribals in mainstream Malayalam literature, the contributions of contemporary
tribal writers, and the importance of tribal language preservation. The writings of tribal writers like Narayan and
Dhanapalan are specifically analyzed. The aim of'this study is to historically and socially evaluate the development
of tribal literature from the colonial period to the present.
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