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Abstract

The effectiveness of inclusive education practices in Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) programs is examined in this study, with a
particular focus on how they affect teacher candidate’s preparedness to handle diverse classroom needs. The study looks at the
pedagogical strategies, training modules, and institutional support offered in B.Ed programs to prepare future teachers for
inclusive teaching. Inclusive education emphasizes the integration of all students, regardless of their abilities, disabilities, or
backgrounds, into mainstream classrooms. Administrators, faculty, and teacher candidates are surveyed, and interviewed as
part of a mixed-methods strategy to get their opinions. The findings show that although B.Ed programs are progressively
embracing inclusive approaches, obstacles such a lack of practical experience, a lack of funding, and inadequate faculty
training make them less successful. To ensure that inclusive education is implemented successfully, the study emphasizes the
necessity of a thorough curriculum reform, improved support networks, and focused teacher training. These results offer useful
information to educators, and legislators who want to promote inclusive, and equitable learning environments.
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I. INTRODUCTION

With the goal of giving all students equal learning opportunities regardless of their skills, disabilities, or sociocultural
origins, inclusive education has become a pillar of contemporary educational methods. It promotes an atmosphere of tolerance,
acceptance, and respect for one another by highlighting the inclusion of diverse students into regular classrooms. To prepare
future teachers to meet the demands of inclusive teaching, teacher education programs especially Bachelor of Education (B.Ed)
programs, play a crucial role in this regard.

Teacher candidates who complete B.Ed programs will have the attitudes, abilities, and knowledge needed to meet the
demands of diverse classrooms. But putting inclusive education into practice successfully calls much more than just theoretical
knowledge. Teachers must receive hands-on training, sufficient resources, and institutional support in order to establish a
welcoming, and inclusive learning environment for every student.

This study investigates how well inclusive education methods work in B.Ed programs, and how they affect teacher
candidate’s readiness, and self-assurance in managing a variety of classroom situations. In order to provide insights into how
these programs might be improved to create truly inclusive learning environments, the research will examine the advantages,
and disadvantages of present approaches.

Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

All students must have fair access to educational opportunities, and inclusive education has emerged as a key component
of international education strategies. Numerous studies emphasize how crucial teacher preparation programs are in providing
aspiring teachers with the skills, and knowledge they need to implement inclusive practices.

Theoretical Perspectives on Inclusive Education
The foundation for comprehending the significance of inclusive education is provided by Bandura's concept of self-
efficacy, and Vygotsky's sociocultural theory. Vygotsky's theory highlights the importance of social interaction, and cultural

Journal homepage: https://researchjournal.org.in/index.php/ijters/index 13



https://researchjournal.org.in/index.php/ijters/index
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14512795

context in education, arguing that diverse peer connections in inclusive classrooms can improve student growth. According to
Bandura's self-efficacy theory, teacher’s competence, and confidence are crucial for successfully running inclusive
environments.

Effectiveness of B.Ed Programs

According to research, inclusive education techniques are being incorporated into B.Ed program’s curricula more and
more. Many teacher preparation programs now include coursework on differentiated instruction, and special education
(Sharma and Loreman,2017). Teacher candidates frequently feel unable to manage the difficulties of inclusive classrooms, and
practical exposure is still a major gap.

Challenges in Implementing Inclusive Practices

A number of obstacles impede the successful execution of inclusive education. Although educators embrace the idea of
inclusion, they frequently lack the administrative support, resources, and training required for its effective implementation,
according to a 2013 study by (Florian and Spratt,2013). Further exacerbating these issues are inadequate stakeholder
collaboration, and restricted access to assistive technologies.

Best Practices in Inclusive Teacher Education

Effective inclusive education initiatives emphasize a blend of academic understanding, and practical practice.
According to studies, field activities are crucial, because they allow teacher candidates to interact with a variety of students in
authentic classroom environments. Effective methods for boosting self-assurance, and proficiency in inclusive teaching have
also been shown to include mentoring programs, and collaborative teaching approaches.

Gaps in Current Research

Although a lot of research has been done on the value of inclusive education, not much of it has looked at how B.Ed
programs specifically prepare teachers for inclusive classrooms. This emphasizes the need for more study on how inclusive
education training is created, and delivered in these programs.

This research emphasizes that in order to improve the efficacy of inclusive education practices in B.Ed programs, a
well-rounded strategy including curriculum change, hands-on training, and institutional support is required.

III. METHODOLOGY

A mixed-methods approach is used in this study to assess how well inclusive education strategies work in Bachelor of
Education (B.Ed) programs. The methodology ensures a thorough knowledge of the research objectives by combining
quantitative, and qualitative methods.

3.1. Research Design
In order to investigate how inclusive education methods are incorporated into B.Ed programs, and how they affect teacher
candidate’s readiness, the study employs a descriptive research approach.

3.2. Population and Sample

Administrators, faculty, and teacher candidates from particular B.Ed colleges make up the study's population. To
guarantee diverse representation from institutions with differing degrees of attention on inclusive practices, a stratified random
sample technique was employed. Ten administrators, thirty faculty members, and 200 teacher candidates made up the final
sample.

3.3. Data Collection Tools
e Survey: In order to collect quantitative information on teacher candidate’s opinions, readiness, and experiences with
inclusive education approaches, a structured survey was given to them.
e Interviews: To acquire qualitative knowledge about the difficulties, and approaches related to putting inclusive
education into practice, semi-structured interviews with administrators, and academics were carried out.
e Observation Checklist: Class observations were conducted to look at how teacher candidates actually used inclusive
teaching practices.

3.4. Data Collection Procedure

Questionnaire distribution was the first step in the three-month data collection process, which was followed by
interviews, and classroom observations. Every participant received a briefing on the study's objectives, and a guarantee of
confidentiality.

IV. Data Analysis

Descriptive statistics, and inferential analysis were among the statistical methods used to examine quantitative data in
order to find patterns, and relationships. Recurring patterns, and ideas were found by thematically analyzing qualitative data
from observations, and interviews.

4.1. Descriptive Statistics

Descriptive statistics summarize the characteristics of the data collected on teacher trainees’ perceptions of inclusive
education. This includes the mean, standard deviation, minimum, and maximum values for key variables.
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Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Teacher Trainees' Perceptions and Confidence Levels

Variable N Mean StaI.lda}rd Minimum Maximum
deviation

Knowledge of Inclusive Education 150 | 725 10.5 50 95

(%)

Perceived Importance of Inclusion 150 | 814 22 60 100

(%0)

Confidence in Implementing

Inclusive Practices (%) 1501 687 12.1 40 %0

Frequency of Inclusive Education

Activities (%) 150 | 753 9.7 55 95

Interpretation:

e Knowledge of Inclusive Education: The average knowledge level of teacher trainees is 72.5%, indicating a good

understanding, though with some variation (standard deviation = 10.5).

Perceived Importance of Inclusion: Trainees generally recognize the importance of inclusive education, with a mean of
81.4%.

Confidence in Implementing Inclusive Practices: The average confidence level is 68.7%, suggesting a moderate level
of confidence in applying inclusive practices in diverse classrooms.

Frequency of Inclusive Education Activities: The trainees engage in inclusive education-related activities about 75.3%
of the time, indicating a strong involvement but still room for improvement.

4.2 Correlation Analysis

To examine the relationship between various factors, a Pearson correlation analysis was conducted between the trainees'

knowledge, perceived importance of inclusion, confidence in implementing practices, and the frequency of inclusive activities.

Table 2: Correlation Between Knowledge, Perceived Importance, Confidence, and Frequency of Inclusive Education Activities

Variable Knowledge of Perceived Confidence in Frequency of
Inclusive Education Importance of Implementing Inclusive Inclusive
Inclusion Practices Activities

Knowledge of Inclusive | 1.00 0.65%%* 0.70%* 0.60**

Education

Perceived Importance of | 0.65%* 1.00 0.55%* 0.68**

Inclusion

Confidence in 0.70%** 0.55%* 1.00 0.65%*

Implementing Inclusive

Practices

Frequency of Inclusive 0.60** 0.68** 0.65%* 1.00

Education Activities

Note: p < 0.01 indicates a statistically significant positive correlation.

Interpretation:

Knowledge and Confidence: There is a strong positive correlation (0.70**) between knowledge of inclusive education
and confidence in implementing inclusive practices, suggesting that higher knowledge leads to greater confidence in
application.

Perceived Importance and Frequency: The significant correlation (0.68**) between the perceived importance of
inclusion and the frequency of engaging in inclusive activities suggests that trainees who value inclusion more often
participate in related activities.

Confidence and Frequency: A moderate positive correlation (0.65**) between confidence in implementing inclusive
practices and the frequency of inclusive activities shows that confident trainees are more likely to engage in inclusive
teaching practices regularly.

4.3. T-Test Analysis

A t-test was conducted to compare the perceptions of teacher trainees before and after participating in an inclusive

education workshop. The data from 75 trainees who attended the workshop were compared with 75 trainees who did not.
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Table 3: T-Test for Teacher Trainees' Perceptions Before and After Inclusive Education Workshop

Variable Pre-Workshop Post-Workshop t- p-

(N=75) (N=75) value | value

Knowledge of Inclusive 68.4 80.2 -6.92 | 0.000

Education (%)

Perceived Importance of 74.8 85.3 -5.68 | 0.000

Inclusion (%)

Confidence in Implementing 62.9 74.1 -7.25 | 0.000

Inclusive Practices (%)

Interpretation:

Knowledge of Inclusive Education: The t-test shows a significant increase in knowledge after attending the workshop
(t=-6.92, p=0.000), suggesting that the workshop was effective in enhancing the trainees' understanding of inclusive
education.

Perceived Importance of Inclusion: The perceived importance of inclusion also significantly increased (t=-5.68,
p=0.000) post-workshop, indicating that the workshop helped emphasize the value of inclusion in teaching.
Confidence in Implementing Inclusive Practices: Confidence levels increased significantly after the workshop (t=-7.25,
p=0.000), highlighting the positive impact of the workshop on trainees' readiness to implement inclusive practices.

4.4. Qualitative Analysis

In addition to quantitative analysis, qualitative data were collected through open-ended survey responses and

interviews. Themes from the analysis include:

Increased Awareness: Many teacher trainees reported gaining a deeper understanding of the challenges and strategies
involved in inclusive education.

Positive Impact on Teaching Practices: Trainees expressed that the workshop provided them with practical tools and
methods to incorporate inclusivity into their teaching, including differentiated instruction and the use of assistive
technologies.

Ongoing Challenges: Some trainees mentioned difficulties in implementing inclusive practices due to limited resources,
time constraints, and large class sizes.

Conclusion of Data Analysis

The data analysis reveals that inclusive education practices in BEd programs significantly enhance teacher trainees'

knowledge, perceptions, confidence, and engagement in inclusive teaching activities. The quantitative results from descriptive
statistics, correlations, and t-tests show that workshops and interventions that focus on inclusive education can positively
impact trainees’ readiness to implement inclusive practices. The qualitative data further support these findings, with trainees
highlighting both the benefits and challenges of incorporating inclusion into their teaching.

r Descriptive Statistics of Teacher Trainees' Responses ‘

=3 Mean (%)
B Standard Deviation
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Ethical Considerations

Ethical research procedures were followed in this work. Anonymity was preserved during the whole study, and each

participant gave their informed consent. Additionally, ethical permission was obtained from the appropriate institutional review

board.

This methodology guarantees a strong framework for analyzing how well inclusive education strategies function, and

pinpointing areas where B.Ed programs need to be improved.

V. RESULTS

The findings of this study provide significant insights into the effectiveness of inclusive education practices in Bachelor

of Education (B.Ed) programs.

Preparedness of Teacher Trainees-

The analysis revealed that while the majority of teacher trainees acknowledged the importance of inclusive education,
only 60% felt adequately prepared to implement inclusive practices in real classrooms. Practical exposure during
training was cited as a key factor influencing their confidence levels.

Integration of Inclusive Practices in Curricula-

Nearly 75% of faculty members reported that inclusive education principles are integrated into the B.Ed curriculum.
However, the implementation often lacked consistency, with limited opportunities for hands-on experience in diverse
classroom settings.

Challenges Faced by Trainees, and Faculty-

Participants identified several barriers to effective inclusive education. These included insufficient resources,
inadequate training on assistive technologies, and large class sizes, which hindered the application of individualized
teaching strategies. Faculty members also highlighted a lack of time to provide personalized support to teacher trainees.
Impact of Institutional Support-

Institutions that offered workshops, mentorship programs, and access to inclusive education tools demonstrated better
outcomes. Teacher trainees from these institutions reported higher confidence in managing diverse classrooms
compared to those from institutions without such support.

Positive Outcomes of Inclusive Practices-

Despite challenges, the study highlighted several benefits of inclusive education practices. Teacher trainees noted that
exposure to diverse learners improved their problem-solving skills, empathy, and ability to adapt teaching methods to
meet individual needs.

These findings highlight how crucial it is to improve practical training, increase institutional support, and address
resource constraints in order to develop inclusive education practices in B.Ed programs.

V1. DISCUSSION

The study's findings provide important new information on the state of inclusive education methods in B.Ed programs

today, highlighting both their advantages, and disadvantages. The results highlight the importance of inclusive education in
creating fair learning opportunities, and the necessity of strong teacher preparation to satisfy the needs of diverse classes.

Being ready, and receiving hands-on training-

Despite acknowledging the significance of inclusive education, a lack of practical experience frequently undermines
teacher candidate’s confidence in putting it into practice. The fact that theoretical information predominates over
experiential learning in present B.Ed courses reveals a gap in the curriculum. Only via organized, practical training can
teacher candidates acquire the skills necessary to modify their teaching strategies, and handle a variety of student
requirements. This is necessary for effective inclusive education.

Design, and Integration of the Curriculum-

One of the challenges identified by the study is the incomplete incorporation of inclusive education concepts into B.Ed
courses. Although theoretical frameworks, and principles are discussed, there are still few possibilities to put them into
practice in practical situations. This highlights the need for curricular changes that prioritize fieldwork, and experience
learning in inclusive environments.

Implementation Difficulties -

Large class numbers, inadequate faculty training, and restricted access to resources are some of the obstacles that
prevent inclusive practices from being implemented successfully. These difficulties imply that success depends on
institutional assistance, such as giving faculty members access to assistive technology, and professional development
opportunities.

The Function of Institutions in Fostering Inclusivity-

Better results have been demonstrated by institutions that provide extensive support networks, including workshops,
mentorship programs, and access to inclusive education resources. These results highlight how crucial institutional
dedication is to creating an atmosphere that supports inclusive education.
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e Advantages of Inclusivity Education-
Notwithstanding the difficulties, it has been demonstrated that inclusive education methods improve teacher candidate’s
empathy, flexibility, and problem-solving abilities. Their ability to adequately meet the needs of every student is
enhanced when they are exposed to diverse classrooms.

This discussion emphasizes the necessity of a well-rounded approach in B.Ed programs that blends academic
understanding with real-world application. It is possible to improve inclusive education practices, and better prepare teacher
candidates for the different realities of contemporary classrooms by tackling current issues, and utilizing institutional
assistance.

VII. CONCLUSION

In order to prepare teacher candidates for diverse classrooms, this study emphasizes the importance of inclusive
education methods in Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) programs. The results show that although many programs incorporate the
ideas of inclusive education, their efficacy is hampered by deficiencies in institutional support, resource availability, and
practical training. To guarantee that teacher candidates are prepared to create inclusive, and equitable learning environments,
these issues must be addressed.

The study emphasizes the necessity of thorough curricular modifications that prioritize experiential learning, exposure
to a variety of classroom environments, and the incorporation of assistive technology. Furthermore, it is impossible to
overestimate the importance of institutions in offering workshops, mentorship, and other resources.

By bridging these gaps, B.Ed programs can better prepare future educators to meet the demands of inclusive teaching.
This will not only improve the quality of education for all students but also contribute to building a more inclusive society.
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