PREFACE TO THE EDITION

It is with great pleasure that we present the forthcoming issue of the Journal of Economics
Insights and Research (JEIR), which brings together a diverse range of scholarly contributions
examining critical intersections of environment, industry, migration, and rural transformation within
the Indian economy. The articles featured in this issue reflect both pressing contemporary
challenges and long-term structural shifts, providing empirical insights and conceptual reflectionsthat
are invaluable to researchers, policymakers, and practitioners alike.

The issue opens with a study on the Conservation of Kerala Mangroves, which highlights the socio-
economic and ecological importance of mangrove ecosystems. By foregrounding the value of these
fragile landscapes, the article underscores the need for comprehensive valuation frameworks that inform
sustainable policy and conservation strategies.

The subsequent article, Indian Construction Sector: Post COVID Scenario, addresses one of
the most affected industries of the pandemic era. Through a thorough review of the challenges
and opportunities in the post-COVID landscape, it sheds light on resilience, digital innovation, and the
sector’s potential to contribute to sustainable growth.

A closer look at labor dynamics is offered in the article on Internal Labour Migration and Economic
Sustainability in India. Focusing on Kerala’s labor market, this paper situates migrant workers within
the broader framework of economic stability, drawing attention to their crucial role in bridging labor
market gaps and sustaining industrial productivity.

Industrial development is further examined in the article on the Status of the Paint Industry
in India, which analyzes trends, competitive dynamics, and contributions to the national economy.
By addressing issues of sustainability and innovation, the study situates the paint sector as a vital player
in India’s industrial transformation.

Migration and rural development remain central themes in the next contribution, Return Migration
and Remittance Use in Reshaping Kerala's Rural Economy. Drawing from longitudinal survey
data, the study traces how remittance flows and return migration patterns have redefined rural
livelihoods, asset ownership, and agricultural structures, while also raising questions about
sustainability in the long run.

The final article, Rural Economic Transformation in South Karnataka, provides a regional
lens on agricultural diversification, income distribution, and evolving livelihood patterns over more
than a decade. Employing robust econometric tools, the research not only documents rising inequality
but also proposes pathways for inclusive and sustainable rural development. Taken together, these
articles present a nuanced portrait of India’s evolving economic landscape—one that is
simultaneously  shaped by global disruptions, local ecological imperatives, sectoral
transformations, and the lived realities of migration and rural livelihoods. As editors, we hope this issue
stimulates further debate, inspires policy dialogue, and supports the advancement of knowledge in
economic research and practice.We extend our gratitude to the authors for their valuable contributions,
the reviewers for their insightful feedback, and our readers for their continued engagement with JEIR.

Dr. Sinitha Xavier
Chief Editor
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