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Abstract

This article discusses the authenticity of the myth of Kali's concept in folk arts. The idea associated with this myth
is closely connected with nature. Kali is considered the mother figure for her devotees, and this concept serves as
a model for devotion. The historical significance of this concept is also highlighted. The importance of Kali
worship is made clear here. Various forms of art have emerged to please the goddess. One such form is the art of
floor drawing, where devotees worship by writing the goddess's form on the ground. Another art that emphasizes
the concept of Kali is "Padayani." The wrathful form of the goddess, after the killing of Darika, is depicted here.
Most of these arts are rooted in village traditions. Another form of worshipping the deity on the ground is
"Sarppam Thullal." In the hair-cutting ritual, the wrathful form of the goddess can also be observed. The
significance of the myth is one of the main characteristics of folk arts. The concept of Kali's battle with Darika
symbolizes the removal of diseases and human-made suffering. All these are presented in connection with the
annual festivals of Bhadrakali temples. In most regions of Kerala, there are forms of worship dedicated to Kali,
with no distinction between castes. "Tholpavakuthu" is another example. Its narrative is based on the Ramayana
story. Puthenthirakal also have a connection with Kali worship. Each culture has its own unique vision of color
representation. The essence of nature’s true vision is reflected in these art forms. Kali's concept has become a
powerful myth for the people of Kerala. The ancient human understanding of color, art, and language style is
manifested in these forms of art.
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