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Abstract

In the context of globalization and technological advancement, bilingual education in Malayalam has
emerged as a crucial educational policy consideration. This study examines the theoretical foundations
of bilingual education in Malayalam and analyzes its potentials and challenges. Applying Cummins’
theory of basic interdependence and Garcia’s theory of translanguaging, the study evaluates the
educational prospects of bilingual models involving Malayalam and English/Hindi. The findings
suggest that Malayalam-English bilingual programs can promote both cognitive benefits and cultural
preservation. However, significant challenges remain, particularly in areas such as teacher training,
resource development, and mother tongue literacy. This study presents a theoretical framework and
practical recommendations necessary for effective policy formulation and implementation.
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