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Abstract

The Western Ghats is one of the most important biodiversity hotspots in India. This study analyzes
the existing policies for the ecological conservation of the Western Ghats and identifies the major
challenges in conservation. Using a mixed-methods approach comprising literature review, policy
analysis, and case studies, the research reveals that current conservation policies have only limited
effectiveness. The major challenges identified are deforestation, mining, urbanization, and climate
change. The study concludes that a comprehensive conservation strategy based on integrated
ecological planning, community participation, and scientific monitoring is essential.
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